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Virginia Tourism Corporation

VA250 Grant Program
● Managed by Virginia Tourism Corporation

● Designed to drive visitation to exhibits, events, destinations

● Programs must connect with VA250 Themes and include visitor 
marketing

● Programs must incorporate Virginia is for History Lovers/Virginia is 
for Lovers and the VA250 Commission Logo
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Round 7 (Final Round) 

Award Recommendations

Applications Received: 38

Applications Awarded: 38

Recommended Awards: $244,040

Match: $496,936

Total of $740,976 focused on visitor marketing against the backdrop 
of VA250 through July 2027.



Multiple applications 
incorporating historic themes 
and music into  exhibits and 
performances.

Norfolk: Attucks Theater and 
African American cultural 
themes including Crispus 
Attucks role in Boston Massacre

VMFA: Three different history 
focused exhibits

Round 7 Highlights

Creative Connections to History

Agritourism: 
Founding Foragers

Arts & Culture: Music, 
Exhibits & Performances

Events: Lectures & 
Festivals

Multiple applications 
focused on agritourism, 
farming, and provisioning 
of the Continental Army.

Includes applications 
from Nelson County, 
Highland County, 
Shenandoah County.

Multiple applications 
focused on driving 
visitation through history 
themed events and 
lectures.

Northern Neck: Discovery 
Symposium

Washington County: 
LibertyFest activating Main 
Street and Barter Theater.
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Overall Program 
Information
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Total Funding from VA250: $700,00

Rounds: 7

Applications Funded: 91

Total Awards: $699,972

Total Match: $1.134M 



● Programs in spend down until 
mid-2027

● Final reports and final 
accounting to be provided to 
VA250 Commission in late 
2027/early 2028 

● Continued opportunities to 
apply to other VTC grants 
through 2031

Final Reporting
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Update: Give Me Liberty: 
Virginia and the Forging of 
a Nation 
Jamie Bosket, Virigina Museum of History & Culture
Christy Coleman, Jamestown-Yorktown Foundation



At VMHC
Exhibition Period: Mar 22, 2025–Jan 4, 2026
Total Visitors: ~110,000

Traveling Version
● Richmond International Airport Exhibition Period: 

July 4, 2025-July 4, 2026
● Richmond International Airport Total Visitors (as 

of Jan 2026): ~2.75M
● Total Venues (past, present, and future): 60
● List of venues in Commission Board packet

Publication
● Number of catalog copies printed: 2,000
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Program Updates
Cheryl Wilson



Chapter 1: 2025 Year End Review

● Cover here
● News coming from Cheryl to sync photos
● Common Cause
● Commemorative Partners
● Passport
● VA250 Quiz
● etc
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Chapter 1: 2025 Year End Review

A Common Cause to All 



Chapter 1: 2025 Year End Review

250th anniversary of the Fincastle Resolutions 



Chapter 1: 2025 Year End Review

Virginia 250 Mobile Museum Launch 



Chapter 1: 2025 Year End Review

Patrick Henry’s “Give Me Liberty” Speech



Chapter 1: 2025 Year End Review

“The American Revolution” Film Premier



Chapter 1: 2025 Year End Review

Two Lights for Tomorrow



Chapter 1: 2025 Year End Review

“Fourth at the Fort”
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Chapter 1: 2025 Year End Review

Army, Navy & Marine Corps 250 Anniversaries
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Chapter 1: 2025 Year End Review

Army, Navy & Marine Corps 250 Anniversaries



Chapter 1: 2025 Year End Review



Chapter 1: 2025 Year End Review



Commemorative Partners: 382
(reference Kat's slides from 1/5/26 and map from website

Chapter 1: 2025 Year End Review

Commemorative Partners
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Chapter 1: 2025 Year End Review

Statewide Engagement

Culper Coffee 
Revolutionary Roast

James River Chocolate Co.
Blue Ridge Bark

Williamsburg Winery
250th Commemorative 

Collection
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Chapter 1: 2025 Year End Review

Statewide Engagement

Vienna, VA Holiday 
Ornament

Roanoke Holiday Lights Tour Montgomery County 
License Plates



Chapter 1: 2025 Year End Review

VA250 Passport
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Chapter 1: 2025 Year End Review

“Historically Correct” with Nicholas Ferroni 
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● Four (4) “How well do you 
know” series videos + trailer 

● Promoted on The American 
Battlefield Trust YouTube page 
with 480K subscribers

● Showcasing Green Spring, 
Scotchtown, Norfolk, 
Williamsburg and Richmond

● 186,700K views of these five 
videos 



Chapter 1: 2025 Year End Review
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Events Slated in 2026: 12

Events Q1-Q2: 8

Chapter 2: America Made in 
Virginia Signature Events
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Chapter 2: America Made in Virginia Signature Events 

Q1-Q2 Events (continued)
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Chapter 2: America Made in Virginia Signature Events 

Q1-Q2 Events (continued)
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Chapter 2: America Made in Virginia Signature Events 

Q1-Q2 Events (continued)
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Chapter 3: Mobile Museum 
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Chapter 4: Budget Review

Budget Utilization (2021 through July 1, 2025)

($27M)



Chapter 4: Budget Review

Budget Utilization (2021 through Dec 31, 2025)

($27M)



Chapter 4: Budget Review

Projected Remaining Funds (by end of FY27)

($27M)



Proposed 2026 Full 
Commission Meeting Dates



● Tuesday, April 21, 2026, 
10:00 am 

● Tuesday, July 21, 2026, 
10:00 am 

● Tuesday, October 20, 2026, 
10:00 am 

● Thursday, January 7, 2027, 
10:00 am 

Proposed 2026 Full 
Commission Meeting 
Dates:
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America. 
Made in Virginia.


