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READING REVOLUTION WEEK – Book SuggesƟon List 
Reading RevoluƟon - October 14-18, 2024 leading up to Yorktown Victory Day will be designated for the 
Reading RevoluƟon Week - connecƟng museums, public libraries, and communiƟes to elementary school 
students by encouraging reading stories about the people, places, and events during the RevoluƟonary 
era, freedom and democracy, the ConsƟtuƟon, or civic principles that founded this great naƟon. 

REVOLUTIONARY WAR 

Virginia 

Anderson, Beth and illustrated by Jeremy Holmes.  Thomas Jefferson’s BaƩle for Science: Bias, 
Truth, and a Mighty Moose! 2024. 978-1635926200 (picture book biography, ages 7-10)  
This first picture book to emphasize Jefferson’s use of scienƟfic methods is an accessible and 
entertaining approach to a lesser-known side of Jefferson.   

Dunbar, Erica Armstrong and illustrated by Kathleen Van Cleve.  Never Caught, the Story of Ona 
Judge: George and Martha Washington’s Courageous Slave Who Dared to Run Away.  2019.  
978-1534416178 (nonficƟon, ages 10-12)  
This book reveals a fascinaƟng and heartbreaking behind-the-scenes look at the Washingtons 
when they were the First Family—and an in-depth look at their slave, Ona Judge, who dared to 
escape from one of the naƟon’s Founding Fathers. 

Grove, Tim.  The World Turned Upside Down: The Yorktown Victory that Won American 
Independence.  2022.  9781419749940 (nonficƟon, ages 10-14) 
In October 1781, American, French, and BriƟsh forces converged on a small village named 
Yorktown.  This book follows the true stories of American, French, and BriƟsh players, whose 
lives intersected there.   

Rockwell, Anne and illustrated by Floyd Cooper.  A Spy Called James: The True Story of James 
LafayeƩe, RevoluƟonary War Double Agent. 2016.  978-1467749336 (ages 7-11)   
Told for the first Ɵme in picture book form is the true story of James Armistead LafayeƩe, a slave 
who spied for George Washington's army during the American RevoluƟon, and whose personal 
fight for freedom began with America's liberaƟon. 

Rosenstock, Barb and illustrated by John O’Brien.  Thomas Jefferson Builds a Library.  2013.  978-
1590789322 (picture book biography, ages 7-10) 
Before, during, and aŌer the American RevoluƟon, Thomas Jefferson collected thousands of 
books on hundreds of subjects. In fact, his massive collecƟon eventually helped rebuild the 
Library of Congress — now the largest library in the world.  

Winter, Jonah and illustrated by Terry Widener.  My Name is James Madison Hemings.  2016.  
978-0385383424 (picture book biography, ages 5-9) 
The story of James Madison Hemings’s childhood at MonƟcello, including the many 
contradicƟons in Jefferson’s life and legacy. 



Other States 

AbboƩ, E.F.  Sybil Ludington: RevoluƟonary War Rider (Based on a True Story).  2016. 978-
1250068361 (historical ficƟon, ages 8-12) 
What would you do if your country was counƟng on you to deliver a message? That's sixteen-
year-old Sybil Ludington’s urgent mission. 

Adler, David.  A Parade for George Washington.  2020. 978-0823442522 (picture book, ages 4-8) 
George Washington just wants to travel to New York City to take the first presidenƟal oath of 
office, but people are determined to celebrate their new president with parades, dinners, and 
even a thirteen-gun salute.  

Anderson, Beth and illustrated by Anne Lambelet.  Cloaked in Courage: Uncovering Deborah 
Sampson, Patriot Solider.  2022.  978-1635926101 (picture book biography, ages 7-10) 
The remarkable story of Deborah Sampson, a woman who fought in the American RevoluƟon 
disguised as a man—and who ends up finding her true idenƟty and purpose in life.  

Anderson, Beth and illustrated by Susan Reagan.  RevoluƟonary Prudence Wright: Leading the 
Minute Women in the Fight for Independence.  2022.  978-1644720578 (picture book 
biography, ages 7-10) 
When BriƟsh troops conƟnued to threaten the lives of her family and community, Prudence 
Wright assembled and led the "minute women" of Pepperell to break free of tradiƟon. 

Anderson, Laurie Halse.  Independent Dames: What You Never Knew About the Women and 
Girls of the American RevoluƟon.  2008. 978-0689858086 (picture book biography, ages 6-10) 
This fact- and fun-filled look at female contribuƟons to the American RevoluƟon provides a 
serious but lighthearted introducƟon to a range of known and unknown women. 

Becijos, Jeanne Brownlee.  Christopher Hawkins and His Daring Escapes.  2023.  978-
0911079029 (ages 8-12)  
The RevoluƟonary War is raging, and 12-year-old Christopher Hawkins runs away to follow his 
dream of being a sailor and a patriot.  Adapted and expanded from a memoir. 

Castrovilla, Selene and illustrated by John O’Brien.  RevoluƟonary Rogues: John André and 
Benedict Arnold.  2017.  978-1629793412 (picture book biography, ages 7-11) 
This nonficƟon picture book unfolds like a play, telling a story of these two RevoluƟonary 
rogues' tensions and high drama by highlighƟng their similariƟes and differences and by 
demonstraƟng how they brought about their own tragic ends. 

Durst, Sarah Beth.  Spy Ring.  2024. 978-0063323452 (ficƟon, ages 8-12)  
Two modern-day kids discover the truth about an American RevoluƟonary War–era female spy 
through a treasure-hunt adventure in their hometown of Setauket, New York.  

Griffin, KiƩy and illustrated by Marjorie Priceman.  The Ride: The Legend of Betsy Dowdy.  2010.  
978-1416928164 (nonficƟon picture book, ages 4-8) 



This book recounts the legend of Betsy Dowdy, a North Carolina teenager who played an 
important part in the victory over the BriƟsh during the RevoluƟonary War. 

Hale, Nathan.  LafayeƩe!: A RevoluƟonary War Tale (Nathan Hale's Hazardous Tales #8).  2018.  
978-1419731488 (graphic novel, ages 8-12) 
A graphic novel celebrate the Marquis de LafayeƩe’s return to the United States.   

Hartwiger, Heidi and illustrated by Emily H. PricheƩ.  Six RevoluƟonary WOW Factor Women.  
2023.  978-1958754399 (biography, ages 8-12) 
This book contains the stories of six strong, determined, independent women of America's 
RevoluƟonary period-among them an extraordinary schoolteacher; an enslaved woman who 
went to court and won her freedom; a clever mother who took on six Redcoats on her own; an 
Oneida maiden who braved a blizzard to save Washington's troops at Valley Forge; a sixteen-
year- old girl trapped in a fort under siege; and even a president's wife, hauling important 
documents from the burning White House.   

Lantos, Jeff.  Why Longfellow Lied: The Truth About Paul Revere’s Ride.  2024. 978-1623544980 
(nonficƟon, ages 8-12)  
The complex story of Revere’s ride along with the reasons behind why Longfellow chose not to 
always sƟck to the facts.  

Lowe, Mifflin and illustrated by Wiliam Luong.  ForgoƩen Founders: Black Patriots, Women 
Soldiers, and Other Thinkers and Heroes Who Shaped Early America.  2022.  978-1638190929 
(picture book biography, ages 7-11) 
This book of stories is about the heroic women, African Americans, immigrants, and others who 
played pivotal roles in America’s birth. 

Marsh, Sarah Jane and illustrated by Edwin Fotheringham. Thomas Paine and the Dangerous 
Word.  2018. 978-1484781449 (picture book biography, ages 6-10)  
This book presents the story of Thomas Paine, who craŌed the famous pamphlet “Common 
Sense” while changing careers, visiƟng new ciƟes, and debaƟng issues with family, friends, and 
other poliƟcal thinkers. 

McNamara, Margaret and illustrated by Esme Shapiro.  Eliza: The Story of Elizabeth Schuyler 
Hamilton.   2018. 978-1524765880 (picture book biography, ages 4-8)  
This picture book biography recounts the life of Elizabeth Schuyler Hamilton, American 
Founding Father Alexander Hamilton's extraordinary wife and an important figure in her own 
right. 

Messner, Kate and illustrated by JusƟn Greenwood.  History Smashers: The American 
RevoluƟon.  2021. 978-0593120477 (nonficƟon graphic novel, ages 8-12) 
Uncover the hidden truth behind the RevoluƟonary War with a fun mix of sidebars, illustraƟons, 
photos, and graphic panels in this nonficƟon book.  



Murphy, Jim.   A Young Patriot: The American RevoluƟon as Experienced by One Boy.  1997.  
978-0395605233 (nonficƟon, ages 9-12)  
This book profiles fiŌeen-year-old Joseph Plumb MarƟn, who served under George Washington 
during the RevoluƟonary War from 1776 to 1783, and his adventures during the war as he 
draws upon his warƟme memoirs. 

Schanzer, Rosalyn.  George vs. George: The RevoluƟonary War as Seen by Both Sides.  2004. 
978-0792273493 (nonficƟon picture book, ages 8-11)  
The narraƟve introduces anew the two enemies, both named George: George Washington, the 
man who freed the American colonies from the BriƟsh, and George III, the BriƟsh king who lost 
them. We are lead through their story, and the story of their Ɵmes, and see both sides of the 
arguments that divided the colonies from the Kingdom.  

Schwartz, Ella and illustrated by Dow Phumiruk.  Her Name was Mary Katherine: The Only 
Woman Whose Name is on the DeclaraƟon of Independence.  2022.  978-0316298322 (picture 
book biography, ages 7-10) 
Here is an important biography of Mary Katharine Goddard, who had the courage to write 
herself into the history she helped create. 

Woelfle, Gretchen and illustrated by John O’Brien.  How Benjamin Franklin Became a 
RevoluƟonary in Seven (Not-So-Easy) Steps. 2023. 978-1635923315 (biography, ages 9-12) 
It took nearly seventy years and seven not-so-easy steps to turn Benjamin Franklin from a loyal 
BriƟsh subject to a BriƟsh traitor — and a fired-up American revoluƟonary. 

CONSTITUTION 

Catrow, David.  We the Kids.  2002.  9780803725539 (picture book, ages 5-9)  
This upbeat and oĪeat look at the Preamble to our ConsƟtuƟon brings kids into its ideas and 
ideals, showing them the role it plays in their present-day lives and futures. 

Fritz, Jean.  Shh! We're WriƟng the ConsƟtuƟon.  1997.  978-0698116245 1997 (nonficƟon 
picture book, ages 8-13)  
This factual book chronicles the hot summer of 1787 where fiŌy-five delegates from thirteen 
states huddled together in the strictest secrecy in Philadelphia to draw up the consƟtuƟon of 
the United States. 

Kennedy, KaƟe and illustrated by Ben Kirchner.  The ConsƟtuƟon Decoded: A Guide to the 
Document That Shapes Our NaƟon.  2020.  978-1523514175 (nonficƟon, ages 8-11) 
The book decodes the original document with a direct translaƟon of the text, dissecƟng every 
word, phrase, and idea. Then it connects the document to major historical figures and events 
using full-color illustraƟons and examples of how the document works in pracƟce. 



Lewis, Aura.  We the People: The United States ConsƟtuƟon Explored and Explained.  2020.  
978-0711254046 (nonficƟon, ages 8-12) See the U.S. ConsƟtuƟon in a new light with this bold, 
modern, and accessible illustrated guide to the document that helped define democracy. 

DEMOCRACY AND FREEDOM/CIVICS 

Brown, Laurie Krasny and illustrated by Marc Brown.  Democracy for Dinosaurs: A Guide for 
Young CiƟzens.  2020.  978-0316534529 (nonficƟon picture book, ages 4-8) 
Using accessible dinosaur characters and clear language, this book explores key civic values and 
helps show young readers how the things they do every single day can be guided by principles 
we must share in a democraƟc society: freedom, fairness, the rule of law, equality, respect for 
free speech, and respect for the truth.  

Czajak, Paul and illustrated by Wendy Grieb.  Monster Needs Your Vote.  2015. 978-1938063633 
(picture book, ages 4-8) 
ElecƟon season is here, and Monster is ready to vote! But why cast your ballot when you can 
run for president instead? With speeches, debates, and a soapbox or two, Monster’s newest 
tale is a campaign encouraging kids to take a stand and fight for what they believe in.  

Foster, Jeff and illustrated by Julie McLaughlin.  For Which We Stand: How Our Government 
Works and Why It MaƩers.  2020.  978-1338643091 (nonficƟon, ages 8-11)  
Discover everything you ever wanted to know about how the government really works with this 
accessible, highly designed and illustrated handbook.  

Fuentes, Claudio Fuentes and illustrated by Gabriela Lyon.  A Small History of a Disagreement.  
2020.  978-1771647076 (picture book, ages 7-12) 
Should an ancient monkey puzzle tree be cut down to make room for exciƟng new classrooms? 
In this spirited picture book, students must work together to come to an agreement—but it’s 
not as easy as it seems! 

Henderson, Leah and illustrated by Keisha Morris.  Your Voice, Your Vote.  2023.  978-
0062986115 (picture book, ages 4-8) 
The story of a loving family working hard to vote that puts this civic duty into greater historical 
context. 

McNamara, Margaret and illustrated by Micah Player.  Vote for Our Future!  2020.  978-
1984892805 (ages 4-8) 
Every two years, on the first Tuesday of November, Stanton Elementary School closes for the day 
so that it can transform itself into a polling staƟon. People can come from all over to vote for 
the people who will make laws for the country.  

Rockliff, Mara and illustrated by Hadley Hooper.  Around America to Win the Vote: Two 
Suffragists, a KiƩen, and 10,000 Miles.  2016.  978-0763678937 (nonficƟon picture book, ages 5-
8)  



In April 1916, Nell Richardson and Alice Burke set out from New York City in a liƩle yellow car, 
embarking on a bumpy, muddy, unmapped journey ten thousand miles long. They took with 
them a teeny typewriter, a Ɵny sewing machine, a wee black kiƩen, and a message for 
Americans all across the country: Votes for Women!  

Rodrigues, André, Ribeiro, Larissa Ribeiro, Desgualdo, Paula, Markun, Pedro.  The President of 
the Jungle.  2018.  978-1984814746 (picture book, ages 4-8) 
Lion may be King of the jungle, but lately he only seems to care about himself. His subjects are 
fed up, so they decide to try something new–hold an elecƟon! It’s a wild campaign season as 
the animals hold rallies, debate, and even take a selfie or two, trying to prove why they’d make 
the best president of the jungle.  

Ross, Tara and illustrated by Kate E. Cooper.  We Elect a President: The Story of Our Electoral 
College.  2016.  978-0977072231 (nonficƟon picture book, ages 8-12) 
This book explores the Electoral College and its remarkable history and explains how the 
Electoral College works and why it is sƟll needed in a great, diverse country such as our own: As 
the Founders intended, the system conƟnues to protect our republic and promote our liberty. 
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