


Initial Question:

Will Americans want to celebrate 
the 250th anniversary of the 
signing of the Declaration of 

Independence?

And if so … how?
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We quickly realized there was a lot 
more to this question than first 

appeared.
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This was a question about 
American patriotism and identity … 
and how that shapes how people 

view the past and the stories of our 
country’s founding.
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It brought us to questions about 
mythology, bias, historical truth, and 

inclusive history.
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What divides us?

And what unites us?
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We found, no surprise, that it is 
complicated, messy, and our 
questions evoked very strong 

feelings … across the spectrum of 
our population.
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In this research there was a strong 
clustering of values, attitudes, and 
beliefs that affected how people 

viewed the past and our country … 
and it reflected the current 
polarization in our society.
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For the majority of people, these 
clusters hold largely true … though 

some may differ on an attribute or two, 
or vary in intensity of feeling.



Thus, these clusters of values, 
attitudes, and beliefs affect how the 
United States and its past is viewed.

We’ll be discussing much that divides 
us … and some things where we don’t 

differ that much after all.
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This indicates that lack of inclusion 
may be a barrier to history 

engagement, rooted in how history 
is taught in school and continuing to 

how history is presented, or 
perceived to be presented, today.
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1 Generalized definitions taken from University of Washington professor Christopher Parker’s work on patriotism
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That extends to our country’s 
founding stories.
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Source: 2022 Annual Survey of Museum-Goers (AAM + Wilkening Consulting)



All of these fears and emotions, 
across the spectrum, are palpable 
and strong … and a central part of 
how people think about the past 

and this country. 
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And they all want you to present 
what they think is a balanced 

narrative. 
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This imbalance underscores why 
there is no neutral position.
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And this all affects what they want 
for America in 2026.
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First the good news.

The majority of Americans DO want 
to mark the 250th.
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But their enthusiasm wasn’t 
universal … and they had different 

ideas of how.
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So what are the ultimate outcomes 
desired from the 250th? 

It varies. 
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So consider how to frame the 250th

in ways that Traditional audiences 
feel good about … while also giving 
more skeptical Neoteric audiences 

something to feel pride in.
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The 250th is an opportunity to 
engage broader audiences 

meaningfully … but we can start 
now.
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